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Building a humane economy, one company  
at a time, across a wide range of industries
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Dear friend,

There are many pathways for improving the lives of 
animals, but influencing corporations to embed animal 
protection values into their production practices, sup-
ply chains, marketing efforts, and research and devel-
opment activities may be the most consequential. 

In working toward that goal in 2023, we secured big 
gains in the sectors of animal agriculture, drug devel-
opment by the pharmaceutical industry, fashion and 
athletic wear, the use of animals in spectator sports and 
entertainment, and in other big economic domains in 
society.

The Center for a Humane Economy charged ahead 
after engineering the passage of the FDA Moderniza-
tion Act 2.0. That federal policy, developed in early 
2021 and enacted into federal law by the end of 2022, 
lifted an animal-testing mandate that had been in place 
for 84 years. Our winning Congressional campaign 
reminded people of the limits of animal testing and the 
promise of human biology, to usher in the prospect of 
a new, safer, and better paradigm for screening drugs 
for human well-being. For instance, liver-on-a-chip or 
kidney-on-a-chip methods of drug screening mark an 
enormous leap forward to more predictive and reliable 
screening methods, replacing animal models that have 
proved unreliable in translation of their results. 

The changes in agriculture we helped push forward in 
2023 were similarly consequential though grounded 
on very simple and common-sense norms about the 
proper treatment of animals. When the U.S. Supreme 
Court upheld Prop 12 as a constitutionally sound 
animal-housing policy, it was a landmark win for us, 
reinforcing the nation that it is proper and constitu-
tionally sound for states to halt selling pork and eggs 
from factory farms that immobilize the animals as a 

routine animal-housing strategy. And it was big news, 
too, when the USDA stipulated that the organic seal 
would guarantee a set of animal welfare standards for 
animals raised under that label. Both the high-court 
decision and the federal-agency action were two huge 
steps in our long march toward a cage-free future in 
agriculture.

Then, add in the seismic change in our three-year Kan-
garoos Are Not Shoes campaign to spare the marsupials 
from horrific slaughter in their native habitats just to 
make shoes. We clinched the case with Nike, Puma, and 
then New Balance, which pledged to us in 2023 that 
they’d stop sourcing kangaroos to make soccer cleats. 

Also in 2023, we built major momentum in our seri-
ous-minded efforts to close out industries that have 
been with us for longer than any of us have lived: horse 
slaughter for human consumption, greyhound racing 
for gambling, and dogfighting and cockfighting for the 
thrill of the bloodletting. 

No longer is the use of animals a neutral action, but 
one freighted with moral concern and growing con-
troversy. And the Center, the first organization in the 
field of animal protection solely focused on influencing 
the working of business to forge a humane economic 
order, is all about reminding corporations that they 
operate within a social culture that abhors cruelty and 
an economic culture that embraces innovation. 

One need only look at the dissolution in recent years 
of Ringling Brothers circus (a private company) or 
the fortunes of SeaWorld (a publicly traded one) after 
facing controversy and concern about the companies’ 
uses of animals in entertainment. Or, to take a more 
positive frame, one can look at the increasing number 

A Message from the President

In 2023, our campaigns  
drove big changes in the  
athletic shoe industry on 
kangaroo sourcing, while 
our pressure pushed animal 
agriculture in the direction 
of a cage-free future.
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of cosmetic companies marketing their products with a “No Animal Test-
ing” promise or the fashion companies, from Armani to Gucci, that have 
forsworn fur and switched to alternative textiles in their garments. The 
companies embracing animal protection are positioning themselves more 
favorably in a culture where consumers are alert to animal protection.

As individuals and as a society, we must feed and clothe ourselves, fulfill 
our energy and transportation needs, enjoy family and pursue recreation-
al experiences and ventures, and realize other quality-of-life metrics. To 
do that and to respect animals, we needn’t turn back the clock and revert 
to lifestyles that resemble those of 1950 or 1850 or some earlier genera-
tion. Rather, by embracing innovation and human ingenuity, we commit 
ourselves to continuous improvement without causing massive collateral 
impacts on animals and the planet and its air, water, forests, and soil. 

Indeed, no responsible business leader should find it acceptable to hurt 
animals as a routine business practice. In an era where we’ve had revolu-
tions in thought in society and in the workplace in so many realms, it is 
also time for business to come to terms with the widely accepted ethos of 
treating animals properly. Indeed, opposition to animal cruelty has been 
part of American culture and law for more than 170 years.

Our economic history is a litany of dramatic and almost unimaginable 
changes that became mainstream and have upgraded human existence, 
from the printing press to digital photography, from human flight to the 
more grounded development of the internal combustion engine for the 
automobile, which liberated horses from the daily grinds of labor for 
transport and commerce. Looking forward to what innovation means for 
animals, I wrote in The Humane Economy,

“Just about every enterprise built on harming animals today is ripe 
for disruption. Where there is a form of commercial exploitation, 
there is an economic opportunity waiting for a business doing less 
harm or no harm at all. Factory farming, for example, is the cre-
ation of human resourcefulness detached from conscience. What 
innovations in agriculture might come about by humane resource-
fulness guided by conscience?”

For all the things we do, we want to drive better outcomes for animals 
through a combination of moral purpose and human innovation. These 
forces will cast cruelty aside, leading us into a newly energized economy 
and a new set of social norms when it comes to our relationship with 
animals.

In all of this work, complex and high impact, we need you every step of 
the way. Your financial support, and your treating the long story of hu-
man exploitation of animals as a long era of hurting animals as an blood-
soaked stepping stone to a new economy and new norm when it comes to 
our relationship with animals.

Sincerely yours,

 

Wayne Pacelle 
President

Just about every enterprise 
built on harming animals 
today is ripe for disruption. 
Where there is a form of 
commercial exploitation, 
there is an economy oppor-
tunity waiting for a business 
doing less harm or no harm 
at all. Factory farming, for 
example is the creation 
of human resourcefulness 
detached from conscience. 
What innovations in agri-
culture might come about 
by humane resourcefulness 
guided by conscience?

— Wayne Pacelle, The Humane 
Economy: How Innovators and 
Enlightened Consumers Are Trans-
forming the Lives of Animals

https://www.amazon.com/Humane-Economy-Innovators-Enlightened-Transforming-ebook/dp/B0105V622I/
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While our work is never complete, 
and the risks that animals face mean 
that our work is urgent every day 
and every year, there was unmistak-
able progress in 2023. We executed 
on major campaigns to drive lasting 
change, reorienting the public de-
bate about the use of animals, and 
asking lawmakers and corporate 
leaders to rethink past assumptions 
and to force a new, safer, better  
relationship with animals. 

Animal Welfare in Action

Shaping the Way Businesses Treat Animals.
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Kangaroos Aren’t Shoes
C A M P A I G N

Three big brands  
announced plans to get  

out of the kangaroo- 
sourcing business.

The Center for a Humane Econo-
my secured monumentally signif-
icant wins when we won commit-
ments from Puma, Nike, and  
New Balance to halt their sourc-
ing of kangaroo skins for athletic  
shoes. A fourth big brand, the  
Italy-based Diadora, committed to 
that same policy in 2021, leaving 
Adidas as the outlier among the 
major names in athletic shoes.

Since the launch of our Kanga-
roos Are Not Shoes campaign in 
2019, the commercial slaughter of 
kangaroos has declined by more 
than 700,000 animals, based on 
the government’s crude estimates. 
For decades, the mass killing of 
kangaroos in their native habitats 
has been the biggest commercial 
slaughter of wildlife in the world.

Our campaign wins were picked 
up widely, from The Daily Mail 
and The Guardian in the Unit-

ed Kingdom, to Yahoo.com in 
Australia, to Reuters and a letter 
in The New York Times in the 
United States. Wire stories were 
picked up and put into differ-
ent languages across the world, 
consistent with the reach of the 
extraordinary Nike brand.

Our friends and partners at Their 
Turn conducted multiple protests 
at Adidas flagship stores in New 
York City, entering the stores and 
demanding the company halt its 
financing of kangaroo killing in 
Australia. Actor James Cromwell 
joined the protest, chanting that 
“kangaroos are not shoes” in the 
store and alerting customers to 
Adidas’s role in a cruel wildlife 
trade. We also partnered with 
lawmakers from Australia’s An-
imal Justice Party who joined us 
on Capitol Hill in support of the 
Kangaroo Protection Act.

Actor James Cromwell joined 
the protest, chanting that 
“kangaroos are not shoes” in 
the store and alerting custom-
ers to Adidas’s role in a cruel  
wildlife trade. 

https://kangaroosarenotshoes.org
https://kangaroosarenotshoes.org
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11878337/Nike-vows-stop-making-football-boots-kangaroo-leather-campaign-backed-celebrities.html
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2023/mar/15/animal-activists-and-commercial-industry-at-odds-after-nike-halts-use-of-kangaroo-leather
https://au.news.yahoo.com/nikes-kangaroo-leather-controversy-ends-with-seismic-announcement-052322013.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/retail-consumer/nike-drop-use-kangaroo-skins-its-shoes-2023-2023-03-14/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/29/opinion/letters/homeless-camp-phoenix.html
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/09/06/actor-james-cromwell-joins-in-store-protest-against-adidas-slaughter-of-kangaroos-for-soccer-cleatsactor-james-cromwell-joins-protest-against-adidas-slaughter-of-kangaroos
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/09/06/actor-james-cromwell-joins-in-store-protest-against-adidas-slaughter-of-kangaroos-for-soccer-cleatsactor-james-cromwell-joins-protest-against-adidas-slaughter-of-kangaroos
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Modernize Testing

A humane economy 
doesn’t harm live  

animals when 
alternatives exist.

The use of animals in animal testing has been en-
shrined in American law for nearly 100 years. And 
with global pharmaceutical company practices driven 
by American law, animal testing has been a cause of 
suffering for beagles, primates, and dozens of other 
species all across the world, with tens of millions of 
animals under the knife and at risk every year.

In 2022-23, the Center for a Humane Economy, with 
support from Animal Wellness Action, has pro-
pelled monumental changes in the biggest category 
of animal testing: screening of drugs with the use of 
millions of animals. 

The biggest win on animal testing in the history of 
the animal protection movement came our shepherd-
ing to final passage the FDA Modernization Act 2.0 
in the last days of 2022. That bill, and a companion 
measure called the Reducing Animal Testing Act, 
eliminated a federal mandate for animal testing for 
new drugs and for biosimilars.

The passage of the law is leading to a cultural shift in 
the realms of science and public health in the United 
States and abroad. More than 500 articles have been 
published about the impact of the FDA Moderniza-

tion Act 2.0, including in the American Heart Asso-
ciation Journal and Forbes. 

In 2023, the government of India passed its own 
version of the FDA Modernization Act, which autho-
rizes researchers to use non-animal and human-rel-
evant methods instead of animals. A similar effort 
is underway in the Republic of Korea. A marketing 
research report shows that 55% of industry respon-
dents said that the FDA Modernization Act 2.0 is 
driving exploration into human cell models, and 
additional research shows that alternatives to animal 
test are being used in about 70% of companies. 

Other nations throughout the world are looking 
to emulate U.S. policy and find a safer, less costly, 
more effective pathway for screening drugs. Animal 
tests, in large part, are not predictive of the human 
response to drugs, with 90 to 95% of drugs and 
vaccines found safe in animal tests failing during 
human clinical trials. The cost for developing a single 
new drug may be from $1-$6 billion, and the aver-
age timeline of development of a potential drug and 
vaccine from the lab to market is 10-15 years. Most 
diseases have no treatment available. And looking 

C A M P A I G N

https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.123.065585
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.123.065585
https://www.forbes.com/sites/evaepker/2023/07/11/26-million-new-cases-three-dimensions-and-one-new-technology-how-bioprinting-can-improve-cancer-treatments/?sh=39be8cd356b2
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/animal-trials-drug-development-india-amendment-2019-rules/article67019288.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/animal-trials-drug-development-india-amendment-2019-rules/article67019288.ece
https://www.koreabiomed.com/news/articleView.html?idxno=21226
https://axolbio.com/5-key-takeaways-from-not-just-another-nams-meeting-2023/
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at it through a different lens, the drugs we’ve got are 
often a threat to human well-being, as adverse drug 
reactions are the fourth highest cause of death in the 
United States

Use of human biology-based test methods would bet-
ter predict how humans will respond to drugs in clin-
ical trials. As we turned into 2023, we began working 
on implementation and to spread the idea around the 

world, since the use of animals in drug screening for 
safety and effectiveness is a worldwide industry.

We are pressing the FDA to update its regulations 
given the enactment of the new law and ensure that 
the agency moves swiftly towards qualification and 
regulatory acceptance of non-animal methods and 
that work continues robustly in 2024. 

Creating a Cage-Free Future
Farm animals granted 
room to move as  
approved humane  
standard. Organic live-
stock and poultry  
standards codified.

The Center for a Humane Economy’s president, Wayne Pacelle, 
has been the country’s most effective spokesperson and agent of 
change for transformation away from inhumane and cruel factory 
farms and toward a more humane economy.

At work at the Center’s affiliate Animal Wellness Action, Pacelle 
was a key architect of the two most important ballot measures for 
farm animals in U.S. history: Proposition 12 in California, passed 
in 2018 by the voters, and Question 3 in Massachusetts, enshrined 
into law two years earlier. Both measures not only mandate ex-
panded living environments for pigs, laying hens, and veal calves, 
but they also restrict sales of pork, eggs, and veal in the states. Both 
measures require the sale of crate-free pork and cage-free eggs, no 
matter where the production occurs.

The National Pork Producers and their allies campaigned against 
both measures, and they lost badly at the ballot box — by 26 per-
centage points in California and by an astonishing 56% in Massa-
chusetts. After they lost, they redirected their attacks against the 
measures and went to the federal courts.

They lost every case, but in 2022, they won a commitment from 
the U.S. Supreme Court to hear the case, NPPC v. Ross. Without 
any question, it was an existential threat before a conservative 
court. The National Pork Producers Council (NPPC), the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation, and other major actors want no fed-
eral or state legal standards to protect animals, and this was their 
maneuver to wipe out the most important state laws for animals in 
a single legal proceeding.

But much to the chagrin of Big Agriculture, a majority of the Jus-
tices upheld California’s Proposition 12 as constitutional, putting 
that measure and a similar Massachusetts statute on track for full 
enforcement within months.

More broadly, the decision, at least for the moment, safeguards 

C A M P A I G N

https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/2023/05/11/iowa-based-national-pork-producers-council-loses-supreme-court-challenge-to-california-law-gestation/70207838007/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/supreme-court-california-pork-18094183.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/supreme-court-california-pork-18094183.php
https://www.courthousenews.com/strict-pig-treatment-rules-in-california-win-high-court-approval/
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the rights of states to restrict agricultural commerce 
for animal welfare, food safety, and other compelling 
purposes. Prop 12 built on a prior voter-approved, 
anti-confinement measure (Prop 2), enacted a decade 
earlier, that restricted extreme confinement of laying 
hens, veal calves, and breeding pigs, stipulating that 
any eggs or pork sold in the state come from animals 
afforded sufficient space to move around, regardless 
of where the animals are raised. Question 3 in Mas-
sachusetts was similar in construction. (The current 
leadership at Animal Wellness Action had played a 
central role in initiating those two ballot measures 
and the three prior winning farm-animal protection 
measures approved by voters between 2002-2021.)

In siding with the state of California in its defense of 
Prop 12, Justice Neil Gorsuch, joined by Justices Clar-
ence Thomas, Sonja Sotomayor, Amy Coney Barrett, 
and Elena Kagan, determined that the National Pork 
Producers “invite us to fashion two new and more 
aggressive constitutional restrictions on the ability of 
States to regulate goods sold within their borders. We 
decline that invitation. While the Constitution ad-
dresses many weighty issues, the type of pork chops 
California merchants may sell is not on that list.” 

The most consequential high-court ruling in the 
history of the animal welfare movement was widely 
covered, from the Des Moines Register to the San 
Francisco Chronicle. Our team has had op-eds pub-
lished in more than 15 newspapers, from the Orange 
County Register to the Worcester Telegram Gazette, 
and has called on state officials in Massachusetts 
and California to proceed with resolve to implement 
measures adopted by voters in 2016 and 2018, respec-
tively. The laws’ provisions barring the sale of veal 
and eggs from animals kept in extreme confinement 
had already been in effect. (For your information, 
here is the SCOTUS ruling, a blog about the win and 
its effects, and our legal brief and veterinarians’ brief 
to the court.)

As we expected, the debate then moved immediately 
to Congress, where lawmakers aligned with the pork 
industry pushed the so-called Exposing Agricultural 
Trade Suppression (EATS) Act to nullify Prop 12 and 
other state laws restricting agricultural commerce.

Make no mistake, the EATS Act is an attack on 
American elections, and it will hurt thousands of 
farmers who have invested in more animal-housing 
systems and planned on accessing the revamped mar-
kets in California and Massachusetts. China will be 
the biggest beneficiary if EATS were to pass, given the 
Chinese Communist Party controls more than a quar-
ter of the U.S. pig industry. China has already built a 
set of massive high-rise factory farms in that country 
and may try the same here if pig farming is deregulat-
ed, which is exactly what EATS aims to achieve.

We have worked diligently to build broad opposition to 
the EATS Act in Congress, from nearly all Democrats 
and from dozens of Republicans as well. There were 16 
Republican House Members who sent this letter to the 
leaders of the House Committee on Agriculture, urg-
ing them not to include the provision in the Farm bill. 
By the end of the year, more than 200 lawmakers have 
explicitly signaled opposition to the measure.

We continue to make the case that Prop 12 is the 
right policy and that the pig industry has diversified 
its operations over the last 20 years and is amply 
prepared to provide more humanely raised pork to 
California and Massachusetts right now. 

Costco and dozens of other major food retailers have 
been shifting their procurement practices, purchasing 
pork and eggs from farmers who give the animals 
space to move and signaling the shift in the market-
place that we’ve been pressing for years.

The Center for a Humane Economy’s  
president, Wayne Pacelle, has been the 
country’s most effective spokesperson and 
agent of change for transformation away 
from inhumane and cruel factory farms  
and toward a more humane economy.

https://www.courthousenews.com/strict-pig-treatment-rules-in-california-win-high-court-approval/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/2023/05/11/iowa-based-national-pork-producers-council-loses-supreme-court-challenge-to-california-law-gestation/70207838007/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/supreme-court-california-pork-18094183.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/supreme-court-california-pork-18094183.php
https://www.ocregister.com/2023/05/17/u-s-supreme-court-rightly-upholds-prop-12-a-justified-measure-to-treat-sentient-beings-better/
https://www.ocregister.com/2023/05/17/u-s-supreme-court-rightly-upholds-prop-12-a-justified-measure-to-treat-sentient-beings-better/
https://www.telegram.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2023/05/24/end-factory-farm-animal-cruelty/70223464007/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/22pdf/21-468_5if6.pdf
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/05/11/high-court-rebuffs-pork-industry-barons-upholds-state-farm-animal-protection-laws
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-468/233366/20220812151510363_CHE_Ross_Amicus%20Main%20E%20FILE%20Aug%2012%202022.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-468/233485/20220815135548169_21-468_Amici%20Brief.pdf
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/08/25/national-pork-producers-attack-on-american-elections-2
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/08/25/national-pork-producers-attack-on-american-elections-2
https://animalwellnessaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/EATS-Act-Republican-letter-Farm-Bill-2023-10-5-23.pdf
https://ktla.com/news/california/pork-could-get-more-expensive-in-2024-as-pig-farmers-adjust-to-californias-proposition-12/
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/EATS-Act-Report-Pork-Industry-Exaggerations-and-False-Framing.pdf
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/EATS-Act-Report-Pork-Industry-Exaggerations-and-False-Framing.pdf
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In July, we applauded New Jersey Governor Phil 
Murphy and Democrats and Republicans in the 
state legislature for enacting an Animal Wellness 
Action-backed measure to ban gestation crates to 
house breeding sows. The Senate voted 35 to 1 and 
the Assembly 73-1 in favor of the ban. That made 11 
states with gestation-crate bans, including compre-
hensive measures in California and Massachusetts 
that incorporate sales restrictions on factory-farmed 
pork that the U.S. Supreme Court upheld in May as 
constitutionally sound.

Also last year, we applauded the federal government’s 
release of its final Organic Livestock and Poultry 
Standards (OLPS) rule — a regulatory regimen that 

for the first time in federal law establishes specific 
legal standards for at least 60 million animals used in 
production agriculture.

The farm animal welfare standards will apply to an-
imals raised under an “organic standards” regimen, 
assuring consumers that the animals raised on organic 
farms are not immobilized in cages or crates, subject-
ed to routine mutilations, denied access to pasture for 
meaningful periods of their lives, or otherwise treated 
in ways inimical to their well-being. This is an eager-
ly awaited rule, with two decades of delays from the 
USDA and interference from factory-farming inter-
ests. Center for a Humane Economy president Wayne 
Pacelle identified the national significance of the final 
action after working on the issue for a quarter century. 

Animal Fighting Is the Pits
Unprecedented actions taken to shut down 

illegal, staged animal fighting

In 2023, there was never more activity against ani-
mal fighting thanks to our relentless campaigning. 
This is an “industry” or an “enterprise” that simply 
should not exist. Our goal is to wipe it out, and we 
are joined in that crusade by our partners at Showing 
Animals Respect and Kindness (SHARK), who like 
us, bring a tenacious attitude toward pulling animal 
fighting up by the roots. 

We worked to shut down fighting pits across the 
nation, expose the people and players behind the 
enterprises, and create a sense of urgency that all of 
these staged fights must end once and for all. Animal 
fighting truly is the pits, whether it is dogs fighting 
to the death, or roosters with icepick-like razors 
strapped to their legs to slice one another and create 
suffering to the end of every bloody battle. In 2023, 
we saw the United States take up more dogfighting 
cases than ever before.

Building on our work in 2018 that established a na-
tional ban on animal fighting, including in the  
U.S. Territories of Puerto Rico and Guam, our affili-
ate Animal Wellness Action introduced the  

C A M P A I G N

https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/07/27/animal-wellness-action-applauds-gov-phil-murphy-for-ban-on-gestation-crates
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562023/20230726d.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562023/20230726d.shtml
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/environment/2023/07/31/new-jersey-law-blocks-use-of-gestation-crates-for-holding-veal-pigs/70480939007/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/environment/2023/07/31/new-jersey-law-blocks-use-of-gestation-crates-for-holding-veal-pigs/70480939007/
https://www.legalreader.com/animal-welfare-groups-applaud-rule-on-animal-welfare-standards-for-organic-egg-pork-and-dairy-producers-while-lamenting-an-inordinate-delay-on-full-implementation-of-key-provisions/
https://www.legalreader.com/animal-welfare-groups-applaud-rule-on-animal-welfare-standards-for-organic-egg-pork-and-dairy-producers-while-lamenting-an-inordinate-delay-on-full-implementation-of-key-provisions/
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/10/30/first-ever-farm-animal-welfare-rules-enshrined-in-federal-law
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/10/30/first-ever-farm-animal-welfare-rules-enshrined-in-federal-law
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/10/30/first-ever-farm-animal-welfare-rules-enshrined-in-federal-law
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Fighting Inhumane Gambling 
and High-Risk Trafficking 
(FIGHT) Act, H.R. 2742 and 
S. 1529, to amp up federal en-
forcement tools and capacity 
so law enforcement can run to 
ground every dogfighting and 
cockfighting pit and breeding 
operation in our nation.  
Despite laws against the 
scourges of dogfighting and 
cockfighting, we have hun-
dreds of illegal fighting pits in 
the United States, and animal 
fighters breed hundreds of thousands of animals for 
pits from Mexico to the Philippines. 

In Oklahoma, the cockfighters boldly came out of 
the shadows, formed a political action committee, 
and worked to launch a legislative campaign to gut 
penalties for animal fighting. We met them head on 
and defeated them, as their three primary pro-animal 
fighting bills died. In the process, we condemned 
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt for releasing a video to 
“cheer them [cockfighters] on from the sidelines.” Big 
names in Oklahoma politics and sport — former Re-
publican Governor Frank Keating, Attorney General 
Drew Edmondson, and legendary Oklahoma football 
coach Barry Switzer — joined us in urging the gover-
nor to stop giving support to these criminals.

Our work here was headline news in The Oklaho-

man and Tulsa World and also 
received major billing in the 
New York Post, The Guardian, 
The Daily Mail, Daily Beast, 
and The Hill when YouTube 
removed the governor’s video 
because it violated the com-
pany’s community standards 
promoting cruelty to animals. 
NonDoc got the governor’s 
team on record that he oppos-
es cockfighting and any effort 
to weaken the state’s voter- 
approved law.

In Delaware, with Animal Wellness Action sup-
porting the field investigations of Showing Animals 
Respect and Kindness (SHARK), a single animal-ser-
vices officer broke up a cockfighting derby in prog-
ress. We partnered with SHARK on a wide variety of 
investigations in Alabama, Kentucky, Oklahoma, and 
other states. There have been investigations and ar-
rests in a growing number of states, including Arizo-
na, California, Delaware, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
Kentucky, Texas and Virginia. 

Our veterinary experts are making their case in 
major agricultural states, such as Idaho, Nebraska, 
and South Dakota, that animal fighting bears no 
resemblance to accepted agricultural practices and 
that animal fighting is bound up with a wide range of 
other organized criminal operations.

In 2023, there was never more 
activity against animal fighting 

thanks to our relentless campaign-
ing. This is an “industry” or an 
“enterprise” that simply should 
not exist. Our goal is to wipe it 
out, and we are joined in that 

crusade by our partners at Show-
ing Animals Respect and Kindness 

(SHARK), who like us, bring a 
tenacious attitude toward pulling 
animal fighting up by the roots.

https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/animal-fighting-is-the-pits-campaign
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/animal-fighting-is-the-pits-campaign
https://endcockfighting.org/governor-stitts-embrace-of-cockfighting-an-embarrassment
https://okcfox.com/news/local/former-ou-head-coach-barry-switzer-disappointed-in-governor-over-oklahoma-gamefowl-commission-video-message
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/youtube-pulls-video-of-oklahoma-gov-stitt-praising-cockfighting-cites-animal-cruelty/ar-AA1kfhse
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/youtube-pulls-video-of-oklahoma-gov-stitt-praising-cockfighting-cites-animal-cruelty/ar-AA1kfhse
https://nypost.com/2023/11/16/news/oklahoma-governor-kevin-stitt-slammed-for-openly-supporting-cockfighting/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12773097/Oklahomas-GOP-Governor-Kevin-Stitt-blocked-YouTube-video-vows-help-legalize-COCKFIGHTING.html
https://www.thedailybeast.com/oklahoma-gov-kevin-stitt-sparks-fury-by-cheering-pro-cockfighting-group
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/4313120-cockfighting-oklahoma-governor-kevin-stitt/
https://endcockfighting.org/youtube-deletes-gov-stitt-pro-cockfighting-video-for-violating-community-guidelines
https://endcockfighting.org/youtube-deletes-gov-stitt-pro-cockfighting-video-for-violating-community-guidelines
https://nondoc.com/2023/11/22/a-terrible-mistake-barry-switzer-urges-gov-stitt-to-issue-statement-opposing-cockfighting/
https://nondoc.com/2023/11/22/a-terrible-mistake-barry-switzer-urges-gov-stitt-to-issue-statement-opposing-cockfighting/
https://nondoc.com/2023/11/22/a-terrible-mistake-barry-switzer-urges-gov-stitt-to-issue-statement-opposing-cockfighting/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2023/05/30/tucson-cockfighting-case-more-than-150-animals-recovered/70271181007/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2023/05/30/tucson-cockfighting-case-more-than-150-animals-recovered/70271181007/
https://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/story/news/2023/05/01/9-roosters-rescued-from-tulare-county-cockfighting-ring/70170921007/
https://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/crime/2023/05/18/cockfighting-felton-delaware-animal-investigation-showing-animals-respect-and-kindness-group/70228361007/
https://nondoc.com/2023/05/25/59-felony-counts-newalla-cockfighting-case/
https://www.postandcourier.com/pee-dee/news/dozens-arrested-in-pee-dee-cockfighting-busts-as-problem-persists-in-sc/article_b3203248-f4c8-11ed-aba7-f7d123a8af0d.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/feds-bust-kentucky-cockfighting-ring-190010716.html
https://fox4beaumont.com/news/animal-rights-group-praises-polk-county-so-for-breaking-up-cockfighting-ring-and-stopping-barbaric-practice
https://starexponent.com/news/local/23-roosters-hens-seized-in-fauquier-cockfighting-investigation/article_4fae14ec-2d48-11ee-b972-1346b332d1d2.html
https://magicvalley.com/opinion/letter-support-fight-act-stop-barbaric-animal-fighting/article_50ab502a-1b4c-11ee-ae69-83fd2e65c9bd.html
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/04/29/dogfighting-and-cockfightinga-double-dose-of-murder-and-mayhem-cruelty-and-contagion


center for a humane economy • annual report 2023 11

Retreat of  
simulcasting of  

greyhound racing  
at home 

Greyhound Racing in the United States

With just two live-racing venues remaining in 
the United States — both in West Virginia — we 
are seeing major gambling companies stop si-
mulcasting races from other nations, cutting off 
profits to these foreign tracks. With our affiliate, 
Animal Wellness Action’s Greyhound Protection 
Act building bipartisan support — which bans 
live racing and simulcasting — the legislation may 
complete what we and GREY2K USA have previ-
ously set in motion. We are grateful for the op-
portunity to work with GREY2K USA to end this 
century-long era of putting greyhounds at risk for 
racing purposes. 

We need not accept the idea of routine cruelty in agricul-
ture, entertainment, wildlife management, or any other 
part of our economy and culture. Together, by adopting 
new standards through political channels and reinforcing 
what business leaders are doing and ready to do, we can 
create a new normal when it comes to our human relation-
ship with animals.

— Wayne Pacelle, The Humane Economy: How Innovators and En-
lightened Consumers Are Transforming the Lives of Animals

C A M P A I G N

https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/banning-greyhound-racing-campaign
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/banning-greyhound-racing-campaign
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End Horse Slaughter

An investigation by the Center for a Humane Econo-
my and Animals’ Angels revealed immense suffering 
of horses and other equids during transportation, 
holding, and slaughter, with results showing a lack of 
care, deficient delivery of food or water, and transport 
in cramped, dangerous, and unsanitary conditions.

In 2023, our affiliate Animal Wellness Action helped 
tip the scales even more decidedly in our direction as 
New York State joined California, Illinois, New Jer-
sey, and Texas in banning horse slaughter for human 
consumption, underscoring that big border states 
want to end the live export of horses for slaughter to 
Canada and Mexico.

The state laws are, however, no substitute for a 
federal ban, given that our goal is to halt all exports 
of horses bound for slaughter. U.S. Sens. Robert 
Menendez, D-N.J., and Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 

reintroduced anti-horse slaughter legislation just 
months after we partnered with Animals’ Angels for 
the report. A House companion bill, also rewritten to 
go to the Agriculture Committee, has strong bipar-
tisan support, and we are seeking to attach the SAFE 
Act to the 2023 Farm bill. We’ve won enormous 
bipartisan support in both chambers of Congress for 
a comprehensive ban on horse slaughter, and this is 
our moment to complete the job. 

We continue to pile on support for national legisla-
tion to halt live exports of horses for slaughter, with 
more than half of all Members of the U.S. House 
now publicly signed on to legislation to ban horse 
slaughter for consumption. The SAFE Act would ban 
the slaughter of U.S. horses for human consumption, 
including live exports to Mexico and Canada. 

Pressure for passage of the SAFE Act is mounting 
just as recently released USDA export data shows 
that kill buyers shipped 17,997 horses from Arizona, 
New Mexico, and Texas to slaughter plants in Mexico 
in 2023. Sadly, it is the most significant annual per-
centage increase of live exports since 2012, and that 
means that our work to pass the SAFE Act has never 
been more important. 

Actress Katherine Heigl joined in our campaign, 
speaking up and sending a letter to President Joe 
Biden urging him to fight against live exports of 
thousands of American horses for slaughter for 
human consumption. Our action was triggered by 
favorable action from Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
in calling for an end to Canada’s role in export-
ing draft horses to Japan for slaughter. Both North 
American leaders should be aligned on this issue. 

Keeping horses in the 
stable and off the table

Actress Katherine Heigl joined in our campaign, 
speaking up and sending a letter to President  

Joe Biden urg-
ing him to fight 
against live exports 
of thousands of 
American horses 
for slaughter  
for human  
consumption.

C A M P A I G N

https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Horse-Slaughter-Report.pdf
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/country-life/mid-atlantic-horse/equine-industry-animal-welfare-groups-press-for-anti-slaughter-bill/article_7ffb71d1-7751-5604-a293-f40c21e2ab71.html
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/end-horse-slaughter
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/10/24/animal-welfare-racing-groups-demands-biden-halt-slaughter-of-american-equines
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/10/24/animal-welfare-racing-groups-demands-biden-halt-slaughter-of-american-equines
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2024/01/08/surge-in-american-horses-exported-to-mexico-for-slaughter
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No Doping in Racing and a  
‘Zero Tolerance’ Standard for 

Horse Deaths at Racetracks

C A M P A I G N

It was a landmark year with a new federal safety 
authority in place, for the first time in American 
history, at federal horse racing tracks in the United 
States. The Horseracing Integrity and Safety Author-
ity began its work, as a follow up to a federal law 
we worked to pass in 2020 and to refine in 2022 to 
promote horse safety at Thoroughbred tracks.

But our voice was loud and strong when we saw 
abuses. Declaring that the “show must not go on 
with so many athletes dying on the field of play,” the 
Center for a Humane Economy called on Churchill 
Downs to take an indefinite pause with its live-racing 
schedule until it could return to competition without 
more young, fit horses dying on the track.

Twelve horses died at what is arguably the nation’s 
premier racing venue in the run-up to the Kentucky 
Derby in Louisville, including seven in the week 
preceding the big race. The deaths of young, healthy, 
fit horses prompted us to call on the new Horseracing 
Integrity and Safety Authority (HISA) to embrace 
the goal of “no young, healthy horses dying on tracks 
in training or competition,” with the new Authority 
urged to suspend trainers whose horses enter into 
competition and do not get off the track alive. We also 
called on the Authority to ban the use of the whip. 

The spate of deaths drew national attention, and 
Center for a Humane Economy was at the center of 

the national discussion, with a national column from 
an Associated Press writer, stories in the Wall Street 
Journal, and other major outlets. Criticism spiked 
just days later after a horse trained by Bob Baffert 
died at Pimlico in Baltimore, yet the famed horse-
man was allowed to run a horse later that day. Baffert 
celebrated the win while the nation mourned the loss 
of yet one more horse under his control.

By the end of the year, with HISA in effect start-
ing in May 2023 at Thoroughbred tracks across the 
nation, racing deaths were down. But aggressive 
enforcement by the Horseracing Integrity and Safe-
ty Authority, prodded by the Center for a Humane 
Economy, will be essential to stop the phenomenon 
of major deaths at American tracks. Too often, our 
racetracks have turned into crash sites for the ani-
mals and their jockeys.

No animal should 
be exposed to risk 
merely for human 

entertainment

Declaring that the “show must not go on 
with so many athletes dying on the field of 
play,” the Center for a Humane Economy 
called on Churchill Downs to take an in-
definite pause with its live-racing schedule 
until it could return to competition without 
more young, fit horses dying on the track.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/sports/more-sports/advocacy-group-calls-for-temporary-suspension-of-races-at-churchill-downs-after-12th-horse-dies/ar-AA1bUMKV
https://apnews.com/article/kentucky-derby-horse-deaths-284f1c2467e4d6ff7f781f27b2a3e11a
https://www.wsj.com/articles/four-horse-deaths-at-churchill-downs-cast-shadow-ahead-of-kentucky-derby-dbbeb65d
https://www.wsj.com/articles/four-horse-deaths-at-churchill-downs-cast-shadow-ahead-of-kentucky-derby-dbbeb65d
https://www.baltimoresun.com/2023/05/21/2023-preakness-stakes-after-a-record-setting-victory-bob-baffert-remains-a-messy-figure-atop-a-messy-sport-analysis/
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Cats Aren’t Trophies
C A M P A I G N

The Center for a Humane Economy believes in 
protecting mountain lions and other predators that 
deliver such a broad range of ecological services, by 
promoting ecological balance, reducing the frequen-
cy of deer-auto collisions and impacts on forestry 
and crops, and cleansing prey populations of Chron-
ic Wasting Disease and other illnesses. We want to 
promote uses of wildlife building around keeping 
these animals alive rather than killing them for their 
heads or hides.

With support from the Center, Animal Wellness Ac-
tion formed a new political committee in Colorado, 
Cats Aren’t Trophies (CATs), to work to attempt to 
place a measure on the November 2024 ballot to ban 
trophy hunting of mountain lions and trapping or 
hounding of bobcats or lynx. Mountain lion trophy 
hunters use a pack of up to eight dogs fitted with 
GPS collars to keep track of the pack as it chases a 
fleeing cat up into a tree. The “hunter” then finds the 
location with high-tech telemetry equipment, walks 
up, and shoots the cat off of a tree limb. Trophy 
hunting guides offer these “guaranteed” kills for a 
bucket list trophy tom, collecting fees of up to $8,000 
for a highly commercialized exercise for their clients.

This campaign marks the return of the ballot initia-
tive process in the animal movement, after two cycles 
with no statewide campaigns in the United States. 
With our guidance, CATs worked to place a column 
in the Denver Post to frame the issue, and that same 
piece ran in papers throughout the state, including 
the Greeley Tribune, Boulder Daily Camera, and 
Longmont Times Call. Two of our spokespersons 
conducted an interview on KGNU radio, and the 
Denver Post ran a feature on the campaign, and a 
couple of days before that, so did the Grand Junc-
tion Sentinel. This ballot measure will draw national 
attention given that trophy hunters and trappers kill 
500 lions and 2,000 bobcats a year in Colorado.

Protecting mountain lions, bobcats, 
and lynx

With support from the Center, Animal 
Wellness Action formed a new political 
committee in Colorado, Cats Aren’t Tro-
phies (CATs), to work to attempt to place a 
measure on the November 2024 ballot to 
ban trophy hunting of mountain lions and 
trapping or hounding of bobcats or lynx. 

https://catsarenttrophies.org
https://www.denverpost.com/2023/09/22/colorado-mountain-lions-trophy-hunting-ballot-measure-bobcats-trapping/
https://www.greeleytribune.com/2023/09/29/colorado-mountain-lions-trophy-hunting-ballot-measure-bobcats-trapping-2/
https://www.dailycamera.com/2023/09/24/guest-opinion-pat-craig-colorado-must-end-trophy-hunting-and-fur-trapping-of-wild-cats/
https://www.timescall.com/2023/09/26/pat-craig-dave-ruane-christine-capaldo-end-trophy-hunting-fur-trapping-of-colorados-wild-cats/
https://kgnu.org/climate-incarceration-sympoisum-cats-trophy-hunting-ban-sports-talk-dot-org/
https://www.denverpost.com/2023/09/29/colorado-mountain-lion-hunting-ban/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/friends-of-big-cats-seek-end-to-trophy-hunts-of-lions/article_0532784c-5bef-11ee-9923-8f48f97c7f18.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/friends-of-big-cats-seek-end-to-trophy-hunts-of-lions/article_0532784c-5bef-11ee-9923-8f48f97c7f18.html
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service issued a final rule 
in 2023 asserting that the “best available science” re-
veals that “lead ammunition and tackle have negative 
impacts on both wildlife and human health.” Dis-
appointingly though, the agency is phasing out lead 
ammunition over three years on just eight national 
wildlife refuges, while allowing sport hunters to leave 
behind tons of lead on hundreds of other refuges 
that will kill animals from 130-plus species. The 
eight refuges are Blackwater, Chincoteague, Eastern 
Neck, Erie, Great Thicket, Patuxent Research, Rachel 
Carson, and Wallops Island national wildlife refuges. 
All refuges except Chincoteague will also phase out 
lead fishing tackle.

More than 500 peer-reviewed studies showed detri-
mental effects on wildlife, including a continent-wide 
effect on bald and golden eagles. A study, released 
in January in Science, determined that about half of 
bald eagles have “bone lead concentrations above 
thresholds for chronic poisoning” and one-third 
of eagles had “acute [lead] poisoning.” Fragments 
of lead ammunition in the remains (so-called “gut 
piles”) of hunted animals are having population-level 
effects on eagles, according to our statement.

In 2024, we’ll continue with our campaign to halt the 
biggest driver of lead dispersal in the environment: 
sport hunting.

Getting the Lead Out
C A M P A I G N

Fish and Wildlife Service condemns 
lead ammo, but must do more to stop 
the hunting industry’s massive disper-
sal of lead into the environment

About half of bald eagles have “bone lead concentrations  
above thresholds for chronic poisoning” and one-third of eagles  

had “acute [lead] poisoning.”  
— study released in Science

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/10/30/2023-23847/national-wildlife-refuge-system-2023-2024-station-specific-hunting-and-sport-fishing-regulations
https://www.science.org/content/article/nearly-half-bald-eagles-have-lead-poisoning
https://www.science.org/content/article/nearly-half-bald-eagles-have-lead-poisoning
https://animalwellnessaction.org/animal-welfare-groups-condemn-toxic-lead-ammunition-on-national-wildlife-refuges
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The Center for a Humane Economy, Animal Well-
ness Action and Switch4Good launched a new Con-
gressional campaign in 2023 to end the milk man-
date in the National School Lunch Program and to 
give kids a choice and cows a break. U.S. Sens. John 
Fetterman, D-Pa., John Kennedy, R-La., and Cory 
Booker, D-N.J., introduced the ADD SOY Act to give 
kids a nutritionally equivalent, plant-based milk op-
tion to cow’s milk in the National School Lunch Pro-
gram (NSLP). Reps. Troy Carter, D-La., and Nancy 
Mace, R-S.C., introduced the companion bill because 
perhaps half of the 30 million kids participating in 
the NSLP are lactose intolerant. 

Under law, the USDA spends $1 billion a year of 
taxpayer dollars to fulfill a “milk mandate” in public 
schools, even though 70-95% of Black, Pacific Island-
er and Asian, Native American, and Latino individu-
als are lactose intolerant. In fact, the National Insti-
tutes of Health reports the majority of all people have 
a reduced ability to digest lactose after infancy, and 
lactose intolerance “is also very common in people 
of West African, Arab, Jewish, Greek, and Italian 
descent.” This “milk mandate” leads to millions of 
kids getting ill in the classroom (making the learning 
experience more difficult) and also to extraordi-
nary food and fiscal waste. According to the USDA’s 
findings, 29% of the cartons of milk served in our 
schools are thrown away unopened, sending at least 

Dunking the Milk Mandate  
in Schools

C A M P A I G N

$300-$500 million in tax dollars and more than 100 
million gallons of milk down the drain. The Soy 
Nutrition Institute Global “advocates for the removal 
of this specific requirement to ensure the foods and 
beverages in school meals serve all children.”

Soy milk is better for the environment than cow’s 
milk. One gallon of cow’s milk requires 1,000 gallons 
of water to produce, compared to 28 gallons of water 
for a gallon of soy milk. Producing soy milk uses 
less land (8%), produces fewer emissions (31%), and 
requires less energy (23%) compared to cow’s milk. 
A dairy cow produces 120 pounds of waste per day, 
with 9.42 million cows collectively generating or 412 
billion pounds of waste annually.

Fifty years ago, a cow on average produced 3,621 
pounds of milk a year, but now the average cow on 
a big production facility pumps out an astounding 
22,500 pounds. That unbelievable level of output 
complicates wellness — from routine and painful in-
flammation of the udders to foot and leg problems re-
sulting from the massive body mass they carry. Many 
cows go to slaughter at just four or five years of age. 

In April 2023, 18,000 cows died in a massive fire at 
an industrial dairy farm, reminding us of one aspect 
of the risks to the animals. The government is over-
reaching by subsidizing and promoting milk beyond 
its natural appeal to consumers and denying kids 
choice in the lunchroom and unnecessarily putting 
hundreds of thousands more animals at risk. 

Sparing cows by eliminating 
the forced acceptance  

of milk in schools

https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/2023/09/28/republican-democrat-senators-introduce-bill-to-end-milk-mandate-in-public-schools
https://intermountainhealthcare.org/blogs/lactose-intolerance
https://medlineplus.gov/genetics/condition/lactose-intolerance/#frequency
https://thehill.com/homenews/3948512-catastrophic-thousands-of-cattle-killed-in-texas-dairy-farm-fire/


center for a humane economy • annual report 2023 17

About the Center
Influencing Business, Helping Animals

EDUCATING citizens and  
activating them to promote  
corporate reforms for animals

INITIATING lawsuits and  
encouraging enforcement of  
our laws

SUPPORTING public policies 
that lift corporate standards

FORMULATING science-based 
analyses of the major problems 
that confront animals

DRIVING investigations to  
understand what’s happening 
with animals and then  
diagnosing solutions

PROMOTING cruelty-free  
alternatives

The Center works for 
change through:

Board Members

Muriel Van Housen 
Chair 
Seattle, Washington

Sherry Kellett 
Treasurer 
Clyde, North Carolina

Gerard Boss, M.D. 
San Diego, California

Cynthia Griffin 
Cemter Ossipee, NH

Marian Probst 
New York, New York

Réne P. Tatro 
Spicewood, Texas

Financial Summary

Stay Connected
Please continue to join us and support this incredibly 
important journey to make the world a better place for 
all creatures.

• Sign up for our emails here.

• Your support ensures we have the funds that we 
need, when we need them, to make a difference. You 
can donate here.

• Have questions? You can reach us at 
  info@centerforahumaaneeconomy.org

The Center for a Humane Economy is taking on the toughest fights 
and demanding that businesses recognize animal welfare as a core 
value of our society. In the year ahead, we will continue to press 
ahead with our campaigns to benefit pets, farm animals, horses, 
and captive and free-roaming wildlife in the U.S. and abroad. 

Animals deserve protection from human ignorance and cruelty,  
and our societal institutions — including business and government 
— must recognize that the treatment of animals matters to  
so many people. 

The Center for a Humane Economy is a 501(c)(3) organization, 
and donations to the organization are tax-deductible. In the orga-
nization’s 2023 fiscal year (November 1, 2022- October 31, 2023), 
CHE had unaudited total revenues of $2,576,200 and unaudited 
expenditures of $2,330,600, for unaudited net income of $245,600.  
CHE ended the year with assets of $2,522,900.

The Center has earned Guidestar’s Platinum Seal of Transparency. 
You can view our profile here.

https://secure.everyaction.com/_bWdw3VP70WuBBNyNikBTQ2
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/donate
mailto:info%40centerforahumaaneeconomy.org?subject=nfo%40centerforahumaaneeconomy.org
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/83-2620507
https://www.facebook.com/centerforahumaneeconomy/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfZcIN-gb3dLPZ3KOwWm4bw
https://twitter.com/TheHumaneCenter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/center-for-a-humane-economy/about/
https://www.instagram.com/centerforahumaneeconomy/
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Ways You Can Help
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If you are an investor in a company, 
write a letter to the CEO about es-
tablishing animal welfare policies. 
Urge leadership at the company to be 
conscious about animal welfare issues 
and adopt best practices. If you are a 
member of a pension fund, encourage 
its managers not to invest in compa-
nies engaged in factory farming.

Sign our petition to urge Adidas to stop 
killing kangaroos for soccer shoes.

Remind cor-
porate leaders 
to do the right 

thing 

Make your food choices with animal 
welfare and factory farming in mind. 
Nourish yourself by eating more 
plant-based foods, which are better for 
you, the planet, and animals. Reduce 
your consumption of meat. If you eat 
animal products, choose those with 
the labeling certifications “Global 
Animal Partnership,” “Animal Welfare 
Approved,” or “Certified Humane.”

Eat lower on the 
food chain 

Pursue eco-friendly destinations when 
you take a vacation. This brand of 
tourism drives the global economy and 
benefits more progressive nations. Make 
sure the places you travel to have habitat 
preservation and management laws, as 
well as proper law enforcement to pro-
tect wild animals and their visitors.

Travel like an 
eco-tourist 

Every time you enter the marketplace, 
you vote for or against cruelty with 
your dollars. Choose cosmetics and 
cleaning products not tested on ani-
mals. PETA has a very useful shopping 
guide that we recommend. And always 
avoid fur, exotic leathers, and other 
cruel products.

Vote with your 
dollars

Choose to adopt homeless or foster 
animals — they make incredible and 
grateful companions, and you save 
a life in the process. Find your local 
shelters here. Or find your companion 
animals online here.

If you’re not ready for a lifetime com-
panion, you can always foster a dog or 
a cat in need or volunteer to work with 
adoptee animals.

When you come across animals in 
need, act to help them. Assist animals 
struck by cars or locked in automobiles 
by calling the proper authorities.

Help animals in 
need 

Americans throw out 40% of their 
food, 22% of which comes from animal 
products. There are numerous costs to 
this, including increased greenhouse 
gas and higher energy outputs. We 
could spare more than a billion animals 
in the United States each year just by 
eliminating food waste. Learn how to 
reduce, reuse or recycle anything here.

Minimize and 
eliminate food 

waste 

Spay and neuter your pets to prevent 
unwanted animals, Pick up plastic 
waste on beaches and in parks. Mini-
mize your own waste, and dispose of it 
carefully, since that waste not only eats 
up space and wildlife habitat but can kill 
animals. Buy a fuel-efficient vehicle, and 
bike and walk more. Most importantly, 
act if you see an animal in need!

Live a more  
humane life-

style 

Stay updated on animal welfare issues 
with our blog. Read The Humane  
Economy by founder Wayne Pacelle  
for a practical roadmap on how you 
can use the marketplace to promote the 
welfare of all living creatures.

5
Be in the know

3
Invest in companies that have animal 
welfare policies and tell CEOs and 
mutual fund managers to do the same 
if they want your support. If you are a 
member of a pension fund, tell manag-
ers not to invest in companies engaged 
in factory farming. Choose cosmetics 
and cleaning products not tested on 
animals. And always avoid fur, exotic 
leathers, and other products borne out 
of animal cruelty.

Speak with your 
hard-earned 

dollars for 
change

9
Social media is powerful tool for show 
friends, family and wider communities 
how to build a more humane society. 
Share the latest in animal welfare news 
by following us on social media and 
alerting your followers about opportu-
nities to help animals.

Be social

https://secure.everyaction.com/bwqH-37J6kqHg4Tvb3wrZA2
https://secure.everyaction.com/bwqH-37J6kqHg4Tvb3wrZA2
https://crueltyfree.peta.org
https://crueltyfree.peta.org
https://www.aspca.org/adopt-pet
https://www.aspca.org/adopt-pet
https://www.petfinder.com
https://www.petfinder.com/adopt-or-get-involved/animal-shelters-rescues/fostering/
https://www.petfinder.com/adopt-or-get-involved/animal-shelters-rescues/fostering/
https://www.epa.gov/recycle
https://www.facebook.com/centerforahumaneeconomy/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfZcIN-gb3dLPZ3KOwWm4bw
https://twitter.com/TheHumaneCenter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/center-for-a-humane-economy/about/
https://www.instagram.com/centerforahumaneeconomy/
https://centerforahumaneeconomy.org/center-blog
https://www.amazon.com/Humane-Economy-Innovators-Enlightened-Transforming-ebook/dp/B0105V622I/
https://www.amazon.com/Humane-Economy-Innovators-Enlightened-Transforming-ebook/dp/B0105V622I/
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